OPERA SOUTH EAST – The Mikado by Gilbert & Sullivan
White Rock Theatre, Hastings 
Friday 24th and Saturday 25th April 2020
​​​Sung in English with Chorus and Orchestra

Award winning Opera South East are back at the White Rock Theatre this April with a production of Gilbert & Sullivan's, The Mikado. 

One of the most popular and humorous operas ever written, The Mikado is always a treat. It satirises Victorian British society, customs and pretensions through a farcical Gilbertian plot brimming with wit and sharp observation, all under the disguise of the Japanese Imperial Court of long ago. In this topsy-turvy world, flirting is punishable by death, and KoKo, the hapless Lord High Executioner, has much on his mind, including trying to avoid his own decapitation!

​A tale of love and deception, with many memorable songs and plenty of opportunity to poke fun at 21st century Britain and its leading establishment and political figures. Who can we be thinking of? Plus ca change, plus c’est la meme chose! This will be a traditional production, with fabulous flowing costumes and brilliant make-up. A feast for the senses... what a great way to spend a Spring evening!

A warm welcome is extended to Denis Delahunt, who will be directing Opera South East for the first time. Denis lives in Bexhill and has been involved in local theatre and opera projects for decades, with professional acting and singing that include appearances at the ENO, the Edinburgh Festival and the Dublin Theatre Festival.  He has worked with some outstanding directors over the years, including Phyllida Lloyd, Amy Draper and Erica Whyman.  He brings some of this useful experience to bear on his own directing work.  He has also spent time running and directing Easy Pieces Theatre Company which goes into schools all over the South East.

A welcome return to Hastings audiences is David Woloszko, who astonished as the gentle and sympathetic Prince Gremin, in OSE's NODA award-winning production of Eugene Onegin, for Best Opera  in 2018.  This time he takes on the role of the Mikado, while Louisa Alice-Rose, a young newcomer to Hastings audiences, takes on the role of Yum-Yum, betrothed to Nanki-Poo - Gary Marriott - with Ruth Parsons as Pitti-Sing and Marian Pierce as Peep-Bo. Oscar Smith tackles the role of the 'scheming' Ko-Ko, the Lord High Executioner, with Will O'Brien, Pooh-Bah, the Lord High Everything Else! Pish Tush is played by Alexander Roberts. The irrepessible Karen McInally plays the role of Katisha.

With a strong chorus on stage, Kenneth Roberts, conductor, is joined in the pit by the Sussex Concert Orchestra, for this wonderful feast of music and drama. You'll be sitting on the edge of your seats throughout wondering why the characters being portrayed are so familar!
​
Tickets from the White Rock Theatre at £21, £17 and £13.  Accompanied children under 16 are free.

The Pre-show talk by the Director on the Saturday evening has proved a popular event in recent years and will give you an insight into how and why this particular production is presented in the way it is! This will be at 6:45pm, and is available to ticket holders of both evenings.

